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Abstract

Throughout Iranian history, bureaucrats (divansalaran) have played a
crucial role in the consolidation, continuity, and longevity of
governments. Following shifts in political power, they were often
recalled to court to resume the cycle of administrative and
bureaucratic affairs. Many of these officials transmitted their
knowledge and professional experience to their descendants,
perpetuating this vocation across generations.

Among these families, the Nasiri Tusi Ordubadi lineage served within
the Safavid bureaucratic apparatus for more than two centuries. This
qualitative study, employing a descriptive—analytical method and a
case study approach, seeks to elucidate related issues based on
primary historical sources and manuscripts. It first examines the
bureaucratic positions held by members of the Ordubadi family
during the Safavid period and the means by which they attained these
roles. It then explores their contributions to the development of the
bureaucratic (divani) literature of the era.

Findings indicate that the Ordubadis achieved and maintained their
administrative status through a combination of individual merit and
competence, as well as through reliance on familial networks.
Moreover, by ensuring the coherence, transmission, and continuation
of bureaucratic traditions, the family transmitted their accumulated
administrative knowledge and experience to successive generations.
As evidenced by historical sources and manuscripts, they played a
significant role in shaping the bureaucratic literature of the Safavid
period, leaving a valuable and enduring legacy.

Introduction

The Nasiri-Tusi-Ordubadi family served in the Safavid administrative
system for more than two centuries. Given this long period of service
and their notable influence on the administrative structure of the
Safavid era, this study seeks to address the following questions:
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1.Was demonstrating loyalty to the Safavid dynasty a sufficient
condition for members of the Nasiri-Tusi-Ordubadi family to be
appointed to administrative positions?

2.Were professional qualifications and personal merits necessary
conditions for their appointment to official Safavid posts?

3.What role did the Nasiri-Tusi-Ordubadi family play in the
development of Safavid court (divani) literature?

Materials and Methods

This research employs a descriptive—analytical approach, focusing on
the case of the Nasiri-Tusi-Ordubadi family — a lineage that served
in the Safavid administrative system for over two centuries. In the first
part of the study, the aforementioned questions are examined through
an analysis of primary historical sources and manuscript evidence. In
the second part, the role and contribution of the Nasiri-Ordubadi
family to the formation of administrative (divani) literature during
that period are elucidated.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The Nasiri-Tusi-Ordubadi family held administrative positions even
before the establishment of the Safavid state. Following the rise of the
Safavids, they continued to serve in high-ranking administrative
offices for more than two centuries, having demonstrated both their
competence and their loyalty to the dynasty. The Ordubadis attained
these posts within the patriarchal and hierarchical structure of Safavid
society through a combination of individual merit and professional
qualification, as well as by relying on an extended family network.
This study reveals that while kinship and family connections were an
important prerequisite for appointment to administrative positions,
they were never sufficient on their own. Likewise, personal merit and
competence alone were not enough to secure high-ranking offices;
prior experience in lower bureaucratic posts was essential. In other
words, advancement required beginning in junior administrative
positions within the offices of Qizilbash commanders, princes, and
Safavid rulers, and gradually ascending the bureaucratic hierarchy of
the central government to reach prestigious titles such as Munshi al-
Mamalik, Mustofi al-Mamalik, or even minister (vizier).

The research also examines the transmission and continuity of
administrative traditions across several generations of the Nasiri
family. It demonstrates how this distinguished lineage from Ordubad
not only transmitted its bureaucratic knowledge and experience to
successive generations but also made significant contributions to the
development of Safavid administrative literature, leaving behind a
valuable and enduring legacy.

Moreover, beyond their kinship ties, certain members of the family
managed to engage in broader power dynamics through their
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competence, “deservedness,” and constructive interaction with the
Safavid government. Some ultimately rose to the pinnacle of the
Safavid bureaucratic hierarchy, attaining ministerial rank and the title
Etemad al-Dawlah.

The historical importance of the Nasiri-Ordubadi dynasty lies not only
in their governmental roles but also in their intellectual influence on
administrative instruction, the training of a new generation of
bureaucrats, and the preservation of administrative traditions. In
Safavid administrative texts, two key concepts recur: inheritance and
merit—positions were often passed from father to son, yet individual
ability remained crucial for advancement.

The Nasiri-Tusi-Ordubadi family played a vital role in perpetuating
Safavid court traditions through the composition of numerous
valuable bureaucratic manuals and treatises. Much of our current
understanding of the mechanisms, functions, and internal
organization of the Safavid Secretariat and other court institutions
derives from their writings. For instance, Tohfeye Shahi by Mirza Abd
al-Hossein Nasiri and Farhang Nasiri—a Persian dictionary of
Chagatai, Roman, Qizilbash, Russian, and Turkish compiled by
Mohammad Reza Nasiri and his son Abd al-Jamil Nasiri, both
secretaries under Shah Suleiman—are among their most important
works.

The sons of Mohammad Reza Majles-Nevis, Abd al-Jamil and
Mohammad Taqi, were as accomplished in administrative affairs as
their father, completing his unfinished scholarly works after his death.
Another son, Abul-Qasim Nasiri, authored the incomplete Monshaat
al-Sulaymani and a Turkish—Persian dictionary. Just as Abd al-Jamil
finished the dictionary, Abul-Qasim completed his father’s unfinished
Monshaat al-Sulaymani in 1117 AH (1705-1706 CE).

Another important administrative text produced by this family branch
is a treatise preserved in the manuscript collection of Ahmad Ghulam,
a royal treasury official, titled Risale-ye Alghaab, authored by
Muhammad Reza ibn Abd al-Husayn Nasiri Ordubadi). Mirza Ali
Nagi Nasiri Ordubadi, who served as court secretary to Shah Tahmasp
I, composed Alghaab va Mwajeb-e Sultani Safavid, an invaluable
work detailing the regulations and mechanisms of the Safavid
secretariat during the late 12th/18th century.

The Nasiri family also made substantial contributions to Safavid
historiography. Dastur-e Shahriyaran by Mohammad Ibrahim
Nasiri—son of Mirza Zain al-Abidin, grandson of Adham Beig, and
nephew of Mirza Abd al-Hossein, Monshi al-Mamalik—is one such
example. Mirza Zain al-Abidin Nasiri himself held the position of
Monshi al-Mamalik in the 1090s/1688.
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During the reign of Shah Suleiman, Tarikh al-Hokama by Ibn Qifti
was translated from Arabic into Persian, possibly by Mirza
Mohammad Ibrahim Mostowfi. Under Ashraf Afghan’s rule, the same
Mirza lbrahim was appointed Monshi al-Mamalik and granted the title
Etemad al-Dawlah. A manuscript titled History of Mirza Ibrahim
Majles-Nevis survives in the Majles Library. His son, Mohammad
Rabi‘, was dispatched on a mission to Siam (present-day Thailand)
during Shah Suleiman’s reign, and his account of that journey resulted
in the celebrated Safine-ye Soleimani
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