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The diversity of religious minorities in Yazd and the long-

standing coexistence of Zoroastrians, Christians, and Jews

alongside one another have historically led to the emergence of a

Article history: multicultural society in this city. These religious minorities, by
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Received in revised development and growth of education and the formal educational
form:60ct02025 system in Yazd following the Constitutional Revolution. At the
Accepted:250ct02025 same time, they themselves underwent important transformations

throughout this process. As Yazd was among the first cities and
regions in which the educational system experienced fundamental
changes, the religious minorities residing in the city were also
among the earliest and most influential groups involved in these
transformations. In particular, Yazdi Zoroastrians, with their rich
historical and cultural background, carried out effective activities
in this field. Among them, the Association of Yazdi Zoroastrian
Elders residing in India, possessing strong foundations of Iranian
identity and a deep emotional attachment to their homeland, along

Published online: 4Nove2025

Key word:
Religious Minorities,
Zoroastrians of Yazd,

\]Cef;\r;sstlans, with positive memories of coexistence with Muslims, played a
Educ,ation more prominent role in the transformations of the educational

system. The rapid expansion of education was further facilitated
by the printing industry, the growth of newspapers, and the
establishment of Zoroastrian, Christian, and Jewish boys’ and
girls’ schools. This article seeks to answer the following question:
what were the motivations, reasons, contexts, and roles of
religious minorities in the establishment, growth, and
development of schools and education in Yazd? Given the
historical nature of this inquiry, a descriptive examination of how
and why schools were founded precedes the analysis of
exploratory data, which are primarily based on archival
documents, library sources, field studies, and interviews.
Introduction

In the late Qajar period, the conditions for the growth of
educational institutions specifically established for religious

Modern Schools,
Anjoman-e Akaber-e.
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minorities emerged in Iran, particularly in Yazd. Owing to
characteristics such as cultural diversity, a long-standing
civilizational background, the diligence of its people, an economy
rooted in local capacities, and the strong and peaceful presence of
minorities alongside one another—communities that had
interacted and cooperated for centuries—Yazd played a unique
and unparalleled role in the advancement of Iranian, Islamic, and
even global society across different historical periods. If the
political, economic, and social history of the Qajar and Pahlavi
eras, and even that of the Islamic Republic, is studied thoroughly
and in depth, the hypothesis proposed in this article can be
substantiated. Accordingly, during the Qajar and Pahlavi periods,
relations and interactions between the Zoroastrian, Jewish, and
Christian minorities of Yazd and the Muslim majority residing
there were established and clearly observable.

Among these groups, Yazdi Zoroastrians residing in India,
through their close connections with relatives in Yazd, played a
highly influential role in the expansion of modern education in the
city. Therefore, the present study seeks to reconstruct and
examine the history of educational schools established
specifically for Zoroastrians, Christians, and Jews in Yazd.
Materials and Methods

This research is a historical study, and its data have been collected
through various library-based and field research methods. The
main sources of information include written documents,
fieldwork, and interviews. The method of compiling this article is
descriptive—analytical; therefore, a detailed description of the
schools established by religious minorities in Yazd is first
presented, followed by an analysis of the historical data.
Discussion of Results

The Avesta, as the sacred and guiding text of the Zoroastrian
community, assigns three major and fundamental duties to every
Zoroastrian: (1) to turn the enemy into a friend, (2) to purify what
is impure, and (3) to make the ignorant knowledgeable. These
three ethical principles constitute the foundation of participation
in and support for the education of others, because in
Zoroastrianism, teaching literacy to the illiterate and imparting
knowledge to others is considered the most sacred duty of
humankind. Therefore, there exists a close and inseparable
relationship between Zoroastrian teachings and their educational
system.

Although the status of Zoroastrians in lran appears to have
experienced fluctuations throughout different historical periods,
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reports indicate that the greatest hardships were imposed on them
prior to the Qajar era. On the one hand, the migration of Iranian
Zoroastrians to India, and on the other, the formation of numerous
Zoroastrian associations in India, had a significant impact on
improving the educational conditions of Zoroastrians in Iran. The
connections between Iranian Zoroastrians and their counterparts
in India contributed substantially to the improvement of their
situation. The first prominent Zoroastrian representative who
played an effective role in the development of Zoroastrian
educational institutions during the Qajar period was Manekji
Sahib, whose efforts greatly contributed to improving the
conditions of the Zoroastrian community. The establishment of
Zoroastrian schools in Iran demonstrates that the Anjoman-e
Akaber-e Parsian played an influential role in the formation,
expansion, and strengthening of Zoroastrian schools in Yazd.
Alongside these schools, Christian and Jewish educational
institutions also existed in Yazd, which likewise contributed to the
city’s educational landscape.

Conclusions

Historical evidence indicates that the schools established by
religious minorities in Yazd were diverse in nature, and their
administration was consistently influenced by the varying
attitudes and policies of kings, rulers, and governors of Yazd
throughout different historical periods. Therefore, it can be
concluded that while these schools experienced numerous
fluctuations, they were largely shaped by the contradictory
approaches of Qajar rulers as well as by political and religious
tensions and interactions. Historical investigations show that the
Anjoman-e Akaber-e Parsian played a key role in the
establishment of the first schools specifically for Zoroastrians.
Historical studies further indicate that the peak of mutual
influence and interaction—particularly in the educational,
scientific, and cultural spheres—regarding the Jewish minority
occurred with the establishment of the Alliance schools, founded
by order of Naser al-Din Shah. Jurisprudential emphases
concerning the relations between Shiites and Jews, along with the
legal rulings applied to ahl al-dhimma in the views of Shiite
scholars, led to periods of isolation and the imposition of
fluctuating restrictions on the Jewish minority during the Qajar
era and, to some extent, the Pahlavi period.

The continued activity of several fire temples, numerous shrines,
and diverse Zoroastrian schools—and their influence on Yazd
society and ongoing interactions with Muslims—along with the
existence of twelve synagogues in the neighborhoods adjacent to
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and behind the Jameh Mosque of Yazd, as well as the limited
presence of Christians, reflect a conservative policy and the
tendency of these religious minorities to seek refuge near the most
sacred center of the Shiite Muslim community in Yazd. Following
the many significant transformations influenced by the
Constitutional Revolution, the educational system as a whole
underwent substantial change. Yazd, as one of the oldest and
principal centers of religious minority presence—particularly
Zoroastrians, Jews, and Christians—played an effective role in
transforming their educational conditions while also being deeply
influenced by these changes. The findings show that the
establishment of major scientific and educational centers
contributed not only to the advancement of the religious teachings
and objectives of these minorities but also to the broader
developmental goals of the country and Yazd Province.
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