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Abstract

Neyshabur, owing to its rich civilizational background (from the
ancient to the contemporary period), possesses exceptional
potential for research across various fields of history. The objective
of the present study is an analytical pathology of academic
productions in the field of Neyshabur historiography during the
period 1978-2025, relying on a mixed-methods methodology
(qualitative and quantitative content analysis of 34 theses). The
central question of this research focuses on identifying recurring
patterns, methodological shortcomings, and epistemological
ruptures in the record of Neyshabur's historical research based on
theses. Findings indicate that 85% of studies are confined to a
specific timeframe (3rd—7th centuries AH) while pre-Islamic eras
and contemporary developments (from the Safavid period to the
Islamic Revolution) have been less examined. Furthermore, the
dominance of a political-religious discourse (70% of titles) has
limited Neyshabur merely to a stage for elite agency, neglecting
attention to other social classes. A methodological crisis is also
evident, as reliance on classical texts by 94% of the studies, with
no attention to urban archaeological approaches, archival sources,
or discourse analysis, has resulted in the production of descriptive
narratives. Additionally, an imbalance in academic levels (91.2%
Master's theses versus 8.8% Doctoral dissertations) and a fragile
geographical distribution (concentration of 62.5% of productions
in Tehran and Mashhad, with 15.6% in Neyshabur itself) constitute
other observable pathologies. In summary, although Neyshabur
historiography in the realm of theses has experienced quantitative
growth in the past decade, it lacks the civilizational continuum,
thematic diversity, and methodological depth necessary for a
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multi-layered rereading of Neyshabur's history. Proposed solutions
to halt and correct this flawed cycle include adopting
interdisciplinary approaches, developing research infrastructure,
and redefining the role of the University of Neyshabur as the
central hub for indigenous research.

Introduction

Neyshabur, as a historical ground for many events and
transformations, is a region of significance in the chain of Iranian
and subsequently Iranian-Islamic civilization. Therefore, a deep
understanding of research conducted on the history of Neyshabur
in the academic sphere offers a multi-faceted narrative of the
scholarly community's interaction with this ancient heritage. The
fundamental issue of the present research is not merely stating
superficial (quantitative) shortcomings, but identifying conscious
and unconscious structural patterns that have inadvertently led to
the compression and reduction of Neyshabur's historical
continuum. The central question is: How have academic
discourses, intentionally or unintentionally, overlooked parts of
Neyshabur's history and remained confined to one-sided
narratives? Research to find an answer to this question is necessary
from  several perspectives: historical ~ epistemology,
historiographical methodology, and social agency (the relative
neglect of layers from the Safavid period to the Islamic Revolution
has weakened the connection of contemporary society with its
historical heritage). Relying on a simultaneous quantitative and
qualitative analysis method, the present research, while moving
beyond a superficial description of shortcomings and quantitative
critique of these academic productions, investigates the
epistemological origins of these ruptures and opens horizons for
creating more inclusive and continuous narratives of Neyshabur's
history, leading to the revival of its marginalized historical layers.
The ultimate goal is to highlight the deficiencies and pathologies
in Neyshabur historiography and subsequently chart a policy for
creating profound, balanced, and problem-centered knowledge
about this civilizational center of Iran.

Material & Methods

The research method is fundamental-applied in terms of objective,
descriptive-analytical in terms of approach, and data collection is
based on examining university thesis indexing databases (National
Library, IranDoc, NoorDoc, and university libraries). Data
analysis of the extracted information is based on a simultaneous
quantitative-qualitative analysis approach.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

The record of Neyshabur historiography, despite its growing
quantity, is entangled in five structural crises. 1. Structural and
Content Pathologies in Research Titles: The focus of 85% of
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research on the 3rd—7th centuries AH has placed Neyshabur in the
monopoly of the "Golden Age" discourse. By ignoring its ancient
background and contemporary developments (from the Safavid
period to the Islamic Revolution), it has caused an epistemological
rupture in the civilizational continuum. The dominance of 70% of
political-religious research on elites has also led to a reduction of
a dynamic society, such that economic history, guild organizations,
and the lifeworld of the subaltern have been neglected.
Methodological stagnation, with 94% of research relying on
classical texts and neglecting new approaches, has confined
narratives to superficial descriptions lacking anthropological
depth. 2. Absent Trends and the Production of Incomplete History:
The quantitative dominance of 97.1% of research on the Islamic
period, contrasted with the absence of research in the field of
ancient Iran, transnational relations with Central Asia, and
contemporary developments (from the Pahlavi period to the
Islamic Revolution), has rendered the historical narrative of
Neyshabur lacking in civilizational comprehensiveness. The
absence of a thematic continuum in 91.2% of studies, which lack
comparative analysis between different eras, has resulted in
fragmented knowledge production. For instance, the focus of
58.8% of research on early Islamic history lacks connection to its
Sasanian background or developments of the last century. Archival
study, with a negligible share of 2.9%, also indicates a crisis in this
field. 3. Chronology Marked by Long Hiatuses and Explosive
Peaks: The record of Neyshabur historiography indicates structural
temporal instability. For example, the 1980s show a complete
absence (0%), demonstrating the destructive impact of war and
institutional instability on local historiography. In contrast, the
quantitative explosion of the 2010s (53% of all research) appears
influenced by universities' quantitative expansion policies rather
than the cognitive necessities of Neyshabur's history. These severe
fluctuations have led to a rupture in the research chain, making it
impossible to deepen previous findings or form a coherent school
of thought. 4. Imbalance in Academic Levels: The decisive
dominance of the Master's level (91.2%) versus the meager share
of the Doctorate (8.8%) reveals a deep academic gap. This
imbalance has resulted in mass production of descriptive research
lacking theoretical depth, incapable of addressing macro-level
questions. 5. Fragile Geographical Distribution: The dominance
of major centers (Tehran 34.4%, Mashhad 28.1%) and the
negligible share of Neyshabur (15.6%) have led to a center-
periphery gap. Theses from Ferdowsi University of Mashhad
dedicate minimal volume to Neyshabur's history, and knowledge
production in distant, unrelated centers (Lorestan, Ahvaz, Qom,
Shabestar, Shahr-e Rey) has resulted in insular research. This
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situation has made the formation of an indigenous research school
impossible. Undoubtedly, liberation from these five pathologies
requires a paradigmatic revolution in questions, methods, and
knowledge-producing institutions so that its living civilizational
continuum—from the Sasanian to the contemporary period based
on geographical, level-based, and temporal distribution—can be
reread. In sum, these pathologies are rooted in factors such as the
lack of macro research planning for Neyshabur, limited access to
new sources, and limited familiarity —with advanced
historiographical methodologies. The way forward lies in
diversifying topics, especially towards late, contemporary, and
new historical fields; enhancing methodological quality by
employing interdisciplinary approaches; and improving the
planning process and developing research infrastructure. Only by
moving beyond purely descriptive historiography and adopting
analytical, theoretical, and interdisciplinary approaches based on
diverse sources can we achieve the production of deeper, more
balanced, and more effective knowledge about the eventful history
of Neyshabur.
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