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Abstract

This study traces the transformation and continuity of the
Friday-Prayer leadership (Emamat-e Jom‘e) in Zanjan from the
Qajar era to the Islamic Republic through the Hosseini-Zanjani
family. It argues that durable authority rested on a dual foundation:

Religious legitimacy—jurisprudential training, Sayyid lineage, and
ritual mastery.

Strategic alignment with state power—state patronage, security
institutions, and revolutionary organizations.

Using family and organizational archives, waqf deeds, seals, judicial
endorsements, manuscript lists, library sources, press materials, and
interviews, the article reconstructs the genealogy and institutional
trajectory from Seyyed Mohammad Majtahid Sardani’s founding
tenure to Seyyed Mohammad Azaddin Hosseini’s activist leadership
and its post-revolution reconfiguration.

The office evolved from a primarily ritual role into a multi-functional
religious, judicial, economic, and political institution, yet faced
recurring legitimacy crises over endowment management,
intra-clerical rivalries, land transactions, and shifting state policies.
Through a historical-institutionalist lens, the analysis identifies path
dependence stemming from early non-local appointment choices,
and critical junctures—including Babist uprisings, the Constitutional
Revolution, Reza Shah’s centralization, World War I famine, the
post-1941 opening, and the 1979 Revolution—that reshaped roles
and alliances.

The study shows how symbolic religious capital was converted into
structured influence via documentation, rule-bound waqf
governance, court recognition, and alliances with marja“ networks. It
further ~ demonstrates institutional ~ recombination  across
generations—including library building, seminary bylaws, civic
education, and mobilization—that stabilized authority amid policy
turbulence and security pressures. Ultimately, the Imam Jom‘e office
became a key node linking religious legitimacy to local
administration and social order by adapting governance practices to
evolving expectations and broader societal needs.
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Introduction

The province of Khamsa (Zanjan), situated between Tehran and
Tabriz during the Qajar period, held considerable political and
religious significance. In this milieu, prominent learned-religious
families—such as the Sheikh-al-Islam and Mirza’i households in
Zanjan, and the Sadaat of Soltaniyeh—consolidated social authority
through shari‘a courts, ritual leadership, and local conflict mediation.
Within this landscape, the Hosseini-Zanjani family rose from a rural
origin (Sardan, Tarom-e Sofla) to occupy the office of Imam Jom‘e
and the custodianship of the Jameh Mosgue endowments, embedding
itself in the local power structure from the mid-Qajar era onward.
This article addresses a central question: How did the Friday-Prayer
institution in Zanjan, configured as a family-based office, form,
stabilize, and reorganize across political upheavals? It contends that
the family’s continuity over more than a century rested on the
interplay between symbolic religious capital and ties to formal
power. The study situates this trajectory within the broader dynamics
of Iranian state—religion relations, clerical authority, and wagf
governance, highlighting how the Imam Jom‘e office became a
central node linking religious legitimacy with local administration
and social order.

Materials and Methods

The study relies on diverse sources to reconstruct the institutional
trajectory of the Imam Jom‘e office in Zanjan, including:

Family archives and organizational documents—waqf deeds, seals,
judicial endorsements—providing direct evidence of custodianship
and governance practices.

Manuscript lists and scholarly works attributed to office-holders,
supplemented by local and national press reports.

Interviews with clerical descendants and community members,
providing oral testimony.

Analytically, the study combines a descriptive-historical narrative
with historical institutionalism.

Path dependence explains how early choices, such as appointing a
non-local Sayyid with recognized scholarly pedigree, created
durable trajectories.

Critical junctures—Babist uprisings, the Constitutional Revolution,
Reza Shah’s centralization, World War I famine, the post-1941
opening, and the 1979 Revolution—marked turning points where
roles and alliances were reshaped.

Conceptually, the study mobilizes symbolic religious capital, state-
linked legitimacy, and institutional recombination to demonstrate
how ritual, judicial, economic, and political functions stabilized
authority across generations.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

Seyyed Mohammad Majtahid Sardani’s appointment, brokered by
provincial rulers and endorsed by the court, fused recognized
scholarship and Sayyid lineage with a deliberate non-local strategy
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to defuse entrenched clerical rivalries in Zanjan. His authority
quickly extended beyond ritual leadership, adding judicial mediation
and supervision of mosque endowments as instruments of public
order. Anti-Babist mobilization turned the Jameh Mosque into a site
for collective resistance, where sacrifice, mourning, and mass ritual
generated durable symbolic capital. By translating personal
credibility into family-based stewardship, the office began to
institutionalize, converting charisma into routines anchored in
mosque governance. This foundational settlement set a path-
dependent trajectory in which religious legitimacy combined with
state-linked recognition as the core of authority.

Under Mirza Abdulvase’, proximity to Qajar patronage and
oversight of shari‘a courts strengthened institutional standing, yet
pressures emerged around endowment consumption, land
transactions, and distributive credibility. Succession by Mirza
Abolfazayel, marked by youth, illness, and administrative fragility,
intensified strains, disrupting student stipends and routine
governance. Factional contests over custodianship, coupled with
opposition to constitutionalists, produced sanctions and hardship.
Emergency alliances with senior ulama preserved formal continuity
while eroding symbolic reserves, revealing endowment transparency
and distributive fairness as stress tests for religious authority.

Mirza Mahmoud Hosseini reassembled the institution by combining
Najaf-based traditional training and ijtihad certification with modern
education and French literacy, widening the repertoire for legal and
administrative engagement. He secured formal recognition of
custodianship, reorganized mosque governance, and restored
congregational regularity despite Reza Shah’s centralizing
constraints. Legal stabilization of wagf management shifted
authority toward rule-bound compliance, while educational
initiatives repositioned the mosque as a civic learning node and
community hub. Public branding of Masjed-e Seyyed embedded
family authority within a recognizable institution, buffering it against
policy turbulence.

Seyyed Mohammad Azoddin Hosseini integrated advanced training
in Qom and Najaf with oppositional politics, challenging land
reforms and enduring arrest and exile while cultivating ties to marja’
networks. Institutional initiatives—including library building,
seminary bylaws, and programmatic pedagogy—reoriented the
mosque toward mobilization, deliberation, and local governance
during the revolutionary juncture. After 1979, roles fragmented,
formal Friday-Prayer leadership shifted, custodianship faced
bureaucratic  disputes, and security  pressures—including
assassination attempts—tested resilience. Nonetheless, daily
leadership, public teaching, and wagf presence maintained influence
within a pluralized field. Across generations, authority endured by
recombining ritual, judicial, economic, and political functions,
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converting symbolic capital into rule-governed capacity, and
adapting governance practices to evolving expectations.
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